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Efficacy of the fruit extract of Citrullus colocynthis (l.)  on the
root-knot nematode Meloidogyne incognita infecting Vigna
ungiculata (L.)
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ABSTRACT
Root – knot nematodes (Meloidogyne spp.) are one of the most wide spread pests limiting world agricultural
productivity and their control in future will largely depend on the continued development of resistant varieties
as well as careful management practices which rely less on chemicals and more on plant inbuilt strategies to
fight pathogens. So far, the conventional systemic nematicides were readily used by previous workers in
several crops for the management of root-knot nematode. However, adverse effect on environment and human
health is limiting the use of such nematicides in India. Therefore, in the present investigation, the bio-pesticide
property of the fruit extract of  Citrullus colocynthis on the root-knot nematode Meloidogyne  incognita
infecting Vigna ungiculata was carried out.  The total carbohydrate content, total chlorophyll content and root
gall index present in the leaves of control, inoculated with root- knot nematode and  in the inoculated plants
treated with  fruit extract of Citrullus colocynthis were analyzed and the root gall index that was an indirect
measure of nematode population density after treatment was also studied.
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INTRODUCTION
Among the different ecological groups of the nematodes,
the terrestrial nematodes (plant and soil inhabiting
nematodes) form a highly diversified group and play an
important role either in restricting the crop yields or in
maintaining a natural balance in soil(Baqri, 2000).
Phytophagous nematodes are microscopic organisms
which are generally soil dwellers and infest underground
parts, mostly roots of cultivated plants. The economic
importance of nematodes is well recognized all over the
world for centuries, as most of the agricultural crops are
damaged by their continuous feeding on roots, buds,
stems, crowns, leaves and even seeds, resulting in low
yields and poor quality of crops. The population of plant
parasitic nematodes is mainly influenced by new
technological development in agriculture involving
different cropping sequences, introduction of new culture,
changes in fertilizer level and type of pesticides being used
in these days. The degree of damage caused by nematodes
depends upon the population density of nematodes,
susceptibility of the crop, environmental conditions, such
as, soil fertility, moisture and also the presence of other
pathogenic microorganisms which may interact with
nematodes as they are known to cause complex plant
diseases in association with fungi, bacteria and viruses

(Mishra and Nageswari, 2000). The root-knot nematodes
(Meloidogyne spp.) are sedentary endoparasites and are
among the most damaging agricultural pests, attacking a
wide range of crops including green gram (Sikora and
Greco, 1993). Although M.incognita has a wide host range
among crop plants and weeds, mango was considered to
be a non-host (Saka and Carter, 1987). Application of
chemicals is one of the effective methods of pest
management. However their use has been restricted due
to high cost, environmental problem and non-availability
of potent nematicides. Likewise, the use of organic matters
as soil amendments to control nematode pests has some
limitations (Das and Sinha, 2005). Chemical nematicides
very often lead to environmental pollution and even
depletion of stratospheric ozone (Wheeler et al., 1979).
So far, the conventional systemic nematicides were readily
used by previous workers in several crops (tomato, egg
plant, chilli and cardamom) for the management of root-
knot nematode. However, adverse effect on environment
and human health is limiting the use of such nematicides
in India (Ahuja, 1982; Jain and Gupta, 1985; Ali, 1986).
Prakash et al. (2008) proposed inter trap crops for the
management of this nematode. Hence the present study,
efficacy of the fruit extract of Citrullus colocynthis on
the root-knot nematode, Meloidogyne incognita infecting
Vigna ungiculata.
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Table 1. Effect of the root-knot nematode M.  incognita and the fruit extract of Citrullus colocynthis on total carbohydrate
content (mg/g) in the leaf  of cowpea, Vigna unigiculata after 25 days of treatment.

Inoculum Egg               Total carbohydrate content (mg/g)

masses / plant                         25 days of treatment
Control Inoculated control 2ppm 4ppm 6ppm 8ppm 10ppm

5 79.50±1.8 125.33±1.1 94.35±0.5 169.93±1.4 135.43±0.5 129.41±1.3 145.02±3.8
10 121.76±0.8 136.18±1.0 26.47±0.8 211.79±0.9 112.23±0.9 169.33±0.9

Note : Data are the average value of three replicates.

MATERIALS  AND  METHODS
Surface sterilized Vigna ungiculata seeds were sown in
plastic pots of one litre capacity containing autoclaved
sterilized river soil, garden soil and red soil (2:1:1). The
egg masses of root-knot nematode, M. incognita were
collected from the root galls infected plants of Acalypa
indica and experimental plants were inoculated with 5 and
10 egg masses of the nematode by pouring into four holes
and were closed with top soil. Distilled water was poured
for three days after inoculation. Thereafter the nutrient
solution and plant extract were added alternatively. The
air dried Citrullus colocynthis  fruits  were prepared by
extracting 25g of fruit material in 200 ml acetone (550C) in
soxhlet apparatus (Peach and Tracey, 1956).   Different
concentrations of plant extract such as, 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10
ppm were prepared from stock solution using distilled
water. After 25 days of treatment, the biochemical
characteristics, such as total carbohydrate content
(Jayaraman, 1981) and Cholorophyll (a, b and total) were
estimated according to the method of Wellburn and
Litchenthaler (1984).

RESULTS  AND  DISCUSSION
The effect of the root-knot nematode, M. incognita and
the fruit extract of C. colocynthis on biochemical
constituents, such as, total carbohydrate (mg/g) of the
cowpea, V. ungiculata after 25 days of treatment was
estimated and presented in table 1. The total carbohydrate
content (mg/g) in the leaf of the experimental plants was
found to be fluctuating. In the control plants, the total
carbohydrate (mg/g) was found to be 79.50 ± 1.8 mg/g
and inoculated plants after 25 days of treatment the total
carbohydrate content was found as, 125.33 ± 1.1 mg/g at
five egg mass inoculum level and 121.76 ± 0.8 mg/g at ten
egg mass inoculum level. Nutman (1958) found that
nodulation depended upon the supply and translocation
of certain materials particularly carbohydrates from the
shoot. Therefore, the reduced nodulation in the nematode
infested plant might also be due to the interruption of
translocation and or consumption of host plant materials
during gall formation or directly by the nematodes.
Vaitheeswaran et al, (2005) noticed a reduction in

dehydrogenase of glucose and alcohol and â-amylase
activities both in root and shoot systems of the host plant
during nematode infection, the maximum reduction being
in root system for all enzyme activities might be due to
reduced substrate concentration namely sugar contents
in the systems under infection stress. The total chlorophyll
content (mg/g) in the leaf of the experimental plants after
25 days of treatment  was found to be 3.695 ± 0.0 mg/g,
4.103 ± 0.0 mg/g, 4.727 ± 0.0 mg/g, 6.056 ± 0.0 mg/g and
7.330 ± 0.0 mg/g at 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 ppm, respectively in
the 5 egg mass inoculum level and 0.927 ± 0.0 mg/g, 3.891
± 0.1 mg/g, 4.413 ± 0.0 mg/g, 6.709 ± 0.0 mg/g and 7.858     ±
0.0 mg/g at 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 ppm, respectively in the 10 egg
mass inoculum level.

The total chlorophyll content (mg/g) in the leaf of the
experimental plants after 25 days of treatment  was found
to be 3.393 ± 0.0 mg/g, 3.544 ± 0.1 mg/g, 3.645 ± 0.0 mg/g,
3.816 ± 0.0 mg/g and 4.012 ± 0.1 mg/g at 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10
ppm, respectively in the 5 egg mass inoculum level and
3.426 ± 0.0 mg/g, 3.566 ± 0.0 mg/g, 3.652 ± 0.0 mg/g, 3.755
± 0.0 mg/g and 3.955 ± 0.3 mg/g at 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 ppm
respectively in the 10 egg mass inoculum level.
Ramakrishnan (1997) reported that the leaf chlorophyll
content was lowered with an increase in nematode
densi t ies independen t ly and concomitan tly.
Melakeberhan et al. (1985) reported that the total
chlorophyll and chlorophyll a content, photosynthetic
nitrogen basis decreased significantly with increase in
level of nematode infection.  The chlorophyll b content
and photosynthetic rate on a total chlorophyll basis did
not significantly decrease with increasing nematode
infection.  However, respiration rate increased with
nematode infection.

The effect of the root-knot nematode M. incognita and
the fruit extract of C. colocynthis on the nematode density
after 25 days of treatment in the form of root gall index of
the cowpea, V. ungiculata was recorded and presented in
table 3. The root gall index of the experimental plants was
found to be decreased with the increasing concentrations
of C. colocynthis treatment. The root gall in the control
plants was found to be absent, but in the case of inoculated
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Table 3. Effect of the root-knot nematode M. incognita and the fruit extract of Citullus colocynthis on root gall index
of the cowpea, Vigna ungiculata after 25 days of treatment.

Egg masses Root Gall Index

inoculated / plant Control Inoculated Control 2 ppm 4 ppm 6 ppm 8 ppm 10 ppm
5 0 3.33±1.3 2.88±1.3 2.83±1.3 2.66±0.6 2.66±2.1 0.66±1.1
10 4.33±1.1 3.00±1.0 2.33±0.5 1.66± 0.6 1.66±0.6 1.33±0.6

Table 2. Effect of the root-knot nematode Meloidogyne incognita and the fruit extract of Citrullus colocynthis on
chlorophyll content a, b and total (mg/g of fr.wt.) in the leaf of the cowpea, Vigna ungiculata after 25 days of treatment.

control with 5 egg masses was recorded as 3.33 ± 0.1 and in
the inoculated control plants with 10 egg masses, it was
recorded as 4.33 ± 1.1.  The root gall index of the plants
inoculated with five egg masses was recorded as 2.88 ± 1.3
, 2.83 ± 1.3, 2.66 ± 0.5, 2.66 ± 2.0 and 0.66 ± 1.1 at 2,4,6,8 and
10 ppm, treatment respectively. The same trend was
observed in ten egg masses inoculated plants from 3.00 ±
1.0 (2 ppm) to 1.33 ± 0.6 (10 ppm). Thoden et al. (2009)
proposed 1, 2 – Dehydropyrrolizidine alkaloids for the
management of this nematode. Very recently Ntalli et al.
(2010) proposed Melia azedarach (Meliaceae) for
M.incognita management.From these observations, it has
been augmented that the fruit extract of C. colocynthis has
a telling effect on root gall index that is an indirect measure
of nematode density. Therefore it is felt worthwhile to
carryout further investigation for analyzing the reason for
the toxic property of fruit extract of C. colocynthis in future.
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